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TITLE IX
NON DISCRIMINATION CLAUSE

It is the policy of the Berrien Regional Education Service Agency not to discriminate in its policies and practices with respect 
to compensation, terms, or conditions of employment because of an individual’s race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
height, weight, marital status, political belief, genetic information, disability or handicap which does not impair an individual’s 
ability to perform adequately in that individual’s particular position or activity. Title IX Coordinator/Compliance Officer and for 
all other concerns: Lynda Hurlow, Executive Director of Human Resources Title IX Investigators: Kevin Clark, Technology 
Services Director and Lynda Hurlow, Executive Director of Human Resources Title IX Decision Maker: Chris Machiniak, 
Assistant Superintendent Title IX Appeals: Eric Hoppstock, Superintendent Berrien RESA 711 St. Joseph Avenue Berrien 
Springs, MI 49103 For procedural information, please review NEOLA Board Policy No. 2260

BERRIEN RESA
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Berrien County Juvenile Center 
6414 Deans Hill Road

Berrien Center, MI 49102

Berrien County Jail
919 Port Street 

St. Joseph, MI 49085

(269) 429-2351 
www.berrienresa.org

Questions?
Tina Lawson, Director of Special Education 

tina.lawson@berrienresa.org

“The teachers are here to help us succeed.”  
   -Student

Providing quality educational opportunities for court-
detained youth in order to keep them learning and 
on track with their academics, as well as support 
them in their development of positive thinking skills. 
Programs are offered at the Berrien County Juvenile 
Center and the Berrien County Jail.

Education for Court-Detained 
Youth in Berrien County

“During my stay I have learned new skills 
and the teachers have pushed me to do 
better and be better.”  -Student

mailto:tina.lawson%40berrienresa.org?subject=


Student Opportunities

• Stay connected and current with their academics.
• Increase academic skills and experience the success in an 
educational environment.

• Earn credit that continues progress toward a high school diploma.
• Learn about jobs, job training and experience enrichment 
opportunities.

• Develop positive attitudes about learning which enhance chances 
for success.

• Participate in the ACT, SAT and GED prep curriculum.

Classes

The programs provide quality educational opportunities for court-
detained youth that aligns to state and federal requirements. We operate 
four classrooms that are fully equipped with educational technology. 
The core curriculum provides daily instruction in:

• English Language Arts
• Math
• Social Studies
• Science
• Reading
• Health
• Career Exploration
• Computer Skills and Applications
• Online Learning

Education for Court-Detained Youth in Berrien County

Staff

The staff at both the Berrien County Juvenile Center and Jail programs 
are highly qualified, highly skilled individuals who regularly participate 
in professional development aimed at supporting court-detained youth.

Goals

1. Program staff coordinate very closely with each student’s home 
school/district to ensure that grades are shared and credit is 
transferred.

2. Ongoing communication is maintained with probation officers, 
placement agencies and home school/district.

3. Communication and coordination ensures students successfully 
transition back to school without any setbacks.

“I wish I could continue to go to school here, 
even after I am released.”  -Student

“(The Juvenile Center program) sets me up for 
success...when I leave here, I get credits.”  -Student

The Berrien County Juvenile Center and Berrien County Jail educational programs are operated by the Berrien County Regional Education Service Agency (Berrien RESA). The programs operate 
in accordance with the policies of the Michigan School Code, the Michigan Department of Education, Berrien RESA policies, and within a contractual agreement with the Juvenile Center. Berrien 
RESA’s focus is to provide quality education that meets the unique education needs of court-detained youth.

“You provide help when we need it... 
         you taught us how to read.”  -Student


